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2025 Rule of Law Report - additional
consultation on single market dimension

[ Fields marked with * are mandatory. }

Introduction

The annual Rule of Law Report lies at the centre of the Annual Rule of Law Cycle, which acts as a
preventive tool, deepening multilateral dialogue and joint awareness of rule of law issues. So far, five
editions of the Rule of Law Report have been published since 2020.

As announced in the Political Guidelines for the 2024-2029 Commission, a Single Market dimension will be
added to the Rule of Law Report to report to address rule of law issues affecting companies, especially
SMEs, operating across borders.

Therefore, in addition to the regular stakeholder consultation for the 2025 Rule of Law report which was
launched on 29 November 2024 (available here), the Commission is now launching an additional
targeted stakeholder consultation on the single market dimension of the rule of law. This short
questionnaire covers additional topics that are not yet included in the Report's scope which the Commission
considers of particular relevance under this angle. The questionnaire is in particular directed to business
stakeholders, but all interested parties are invited to contributed. The deadline for contributions is on 24
January (midnight Brussels time).

Under the questions below, you are invited to provide information both on the relevant legal framework as
well as information on any relevant developments since January 2024. Under each question, the following
types of information may be relevant:

A) Legislative developments

® Newly adopted legislation
® |egislative drafts currently discussed in Parliament
® |egislative plans envisaged by the Government

B) Policy developments

Implementation of legislation

evaluations, impact assessment, surveys

white papers/strategies/actions plans/consultation processes

follow-up to reports/recommendations of Council of Europe bodies or other international organisations
important administrative measures


https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/2025RuleofLawReportStakeholderConsultation

® generalised practices

C) Developments related to the judiciary / independent authorities

important case law by national courts

important decision/opinions from independent bodies/authorities

state of play on terms, nominations and expired mandates for high-level positions (e.g. Supreme
Court, Constitutional Court, Council for the Judiciary, Prosecutor General, heads of independent
authorities included in the scope of the questionnaire)

D) Any other relevant developments

About you

* | am giving my contribution as

Other

If "Other", please specify

The accredited representative body of the independent referral Bar (barrister profession) in Ireland.

* Organisation name
250 character(s) maximum

The Bar of Ireland

Please insert an URL towards your organisation's main online presence or describe your organisation
briefly:
500 character(s) maximum

https://www.lawlibrary.ie/

Transparency Register Number
Check if your organisation is in the transparency register. It's a voluntary database for organisations seeking to
influence EU decision-making

* Country of origin

Ireland

First Name



Ciara

Surname

Murphy

* Email Address of the organisation

thebarofireland@lawlibrary.ie

* Publication of your contribution and privacy settings
You can choose whether you wish for your contribution to be published and whether you wish your details to be
made public or to remain anonymous.

) Anonymous - Only your type of respondent, country of origin and contribution will be published. Organisation
name, URL, transparency register number, first name and surname given above will not be published. To
maintain anonymity, please refrain from mentioning the name of your organisation and any details
from which your organisation an be identified in the rest of your contribution.

@ Public - Your personal details (name, organisation name, transparency register number, country of origin will
be published with your contribution).

© No publication - Your contribution will not be published. Elements of your contribution may be referred to
anonymously in documents produced by the Commission based on this consultation.

| agree with the personal data protection provisions.

Specific_privacy statement targeted stakeholder consultation 2025 rule of law_ report.pdf

Topics for input on the single market dimension of the Rule of Law Report

* Country covered in your contribution [only one choice possible]
If you wish to submit information concerning several countries, please fill in the questionnaire
separately for each country. There is no limit to the number of contributions submitted by a single
participant.

Ireland

Specialisation (of judges/specific courts/chambers within courts) and training for the judiciary to deal with
commercial cases.
This question complements the questions in the original questionnaire related to quality and efficiency of justice

5000 character(s) maximum

Alternative dispute resolution and mediation

This question complements the questions in the original questionnaire on quality and efficiency of justice
5000 character(s) maximum


https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/files/44d36359-2f1e-4315-8255-cc535fbba1e5/efbb6084-cad5-4356-98aa-95881a7ae51e

The use of ADR continues to be actively promoted, in respect of civil (including family law mediation)
practice primarily.

The principal legislation incudes

Mediation Act 2017, and amendments thereto:

o} https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2017/act/27/enacted/en/html
- The Arbitration Act 2010, and amendments thereto, including its adoption of the UNCITRAL Model Law
o} https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/act/1/enacted/en/html

In addition, it arises within the practice and procedure of litigation, with the possibility of the Court
recommending that matter may be better resolved through mediation. If such a recommendation is made by
a court, any failure to explore mediation may be reflected in the costs order made by the court at the
conclusion of the proceedings. This occurs under Section 15 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 -
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2004/act/31/section/15

- Ireland also enjoys a dedicated Arbitration List of the High Court, to ensure that such hearings are
expeditiously managed - https://www.courts.ie/content/arbitration-list. Our Commercial Court also can
accommodate matters under the Arbitration Acts, with a value not less than €1m.

Policy Development

The use of ADR continues to be expressed and supported in a number of court and justice priorities,
including:

- Within the Family Justice Strategy 2022 — 2025

- The terms of reference for the Civil Legal Aid Review

- Enhanced utilisation of ADR mechanisms, as proposed within the Report of the Judicial Planning
Working Group

A Concise Guide to Arbitration in Ireland was published in 2022, and is available here:
https://arbitrationireland.com/guidetoarbitrationindublin/

Profession Engagement
Through the Bar of Ireland; the use alternative dispute resolution is supported on a continual basis through:

- A dedicated ADR Committee, comprised of practitioners from a range of disciplines but undertaking
national and international work

- Membership and support of Arbitration Ireland; a dedicated vehicle for supporting and promoting
Ireland as a seat for international arbitration - https://arbitrationireland.com/

- Dublin Disputes Resolution Centre; providing bespoke physical and professional service support to
alternative dispute hearings, based in Dublin City centre - https://www.dublinarbitration.ie/

- Establishment of a Fellowship/Bursary to the International Center for Dispute Resolution, and its
arbitral division.

- A year long programmed of dedicated continuing practice development and legal knowledge on all
forms of alternative dispute resolution.

The landscape for alternative dispute resolution continues to evolve, placing it alongside traditional litigation
as valuable and important means of dispute resolution.

As part of the legal services delivered by barristers, under the auspices of the Bar of Ireland; ADR continues
to be supported and developed as a key competence and vital service to clients; with many of our
membership holding qualifications from other certifying bodies (eg CiArb, CEDR, Ml etc).



Measures for the prevention of corruption in relation to the issuing of official permits (e.g. related to
environment, energy and various types of construction)
This question complements the questions in the original questionnaire on the prevention of corruption

5000 character(s) maximum

Reporting on the use of digital technologies to enhance transparency and oversight in public procurement
This question complements the questions in the original questionnaire on the prevention of corruption

5000 character(s) maximum

Safeguards to ensure legal certainty, the stability of the legal framework and non-discrimination.
This question complements the question in the original questionnaire on rules and use of fast-track and emergency procedures, linked to the
overall process for preparing and enacting laws

5000 character(s) maximum

Safeguards to ensure the effective independence of supervisory and regulatory authorities with a direct
impact on economic operators

This question complements the questions in the original questionnaire on the independence, resources and powers of national human rights
institutions, ombudspersons, equality bodies and supreme audit institutions

5000 character(s) maximum

Respect of the good administration principle (including the obligation of the administration to give reasons
for decisions)

This question complements the question in the original questionnaire on transparency of administrative decisions

Safeguards (other than judicial review) regarding decisions or inaction of administrative authorities,
including remedies
This question complements the question in the original questionnaire on judicial review of administrative decisions

5000 character(s) maximum

Any other points you would like to raise related to the single market dimension in the context of the Rule of
Law Report
5000 character(s) maximum



If you would like to upload any supplementary document(s), please do so here

Contact

rule-of-law-network@ec.europa.eu





